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miles fully supported all of their des-
ignated uses, while the remaining
72% were impaired for one or more
uses. In lakes, 57% of the surveyed
acres fully support all uses. 

Agricultural practices (irrigation,
grazing, and flow regulation) have
the greatest impact on Nevada’s
water resources. Agricultural sources
generate large sediment and nutri-
ent loads. Urban drainage systems
contribute nutrients, heavy metals,
and organic substances that deplete
oxygen. Flow reductions also have a
great impact on streams, limiting
dilution of salts, minerals, and pollut-
ants.

Ground Water Quality
Nevada lacks comprehensive

ground water protection legislation,
but the State does have statutes that
control individual sources of contam-
ination, including mining, under-
ground storage tanks, septic sys-
tems, handling of hazardous materi-
als and waste, solid waste disposal,
underground injection wells, agricul-
tural practices, and wastewater dis-
posal. Land use statutes also enable
local authorities to implement Well-
head Protection Plans by adopting
zoning ordinances, subdivision regu-
lations, and site plan review proce-
dures. Local authorities can imple-
ment certain source control pro-
grams at the local level.

Surface Water Quality
Only 10% (about 15,000 miles)

of Nevada’s rivers and streams flow
year round, and most of these
waters are inaccessible. For this
reporting period, Nevada surveyed
1,490 miles of the 3,000 miles of
accessible perennial streams with
designated beneficial uses. Twenty-
eight percent of the surveyed stream
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Programs to Restore
Water Quality

Nevada’s Nonpoint Source
Management Plan aims to reduce
NPS pollution with interagency coor-
dination, education programs, and
incentives that encourage voluntary
installation of best management
practices. In 1994, the State updat-
ed the Handbook of Best Manage-
ment Practices and supported NPS
assessment activities in each of the
State’s six major river basins.
Nevada’s Wellhead Protection
Program was finalized during
January of 1994.

Programs to Assess
Water Quality

Several State, Federal, and local
agencies regularly sample chemical
and physical parameters at over 
100 sites in the 14 hydrologic
regions of the State. Nevada hopes
to add biological monitoring at
several routine sampling sites after
the State adapts rapid bioassessment
protocols to the arid conditions in
Nevada. The State also coordinates
intensive field studies on Nevada’s
major river systems, the Truckee
River Basin, Carson River Basin,
Walker River Basin, and the Hum-
boldt River Basin. The State also
monitors a number of lakes and
reservoirs in conjunction with the
Section 314 Clean Lakes Program.
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Individual Use Support in Nevada

– Not reported in a quantifiable format or unknown.
a A subset of Nevada’s designated uses appear in this figure. Refer to the State’s 305(b) report 
for a full description of the State’s uses.

bIncludes nonperennial streams that dry up and do not flow all year.

Note:  Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.


